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PUBLIC HEARING  

December 13, 2022 

 

 The public hearing was called to order at 5:17 PM by Councilman-at-Large Damico. 

 

 Present:  Councilman Bamonto and Stoyle, Councilwoman Nichols and Councilman-at-

Large Damico. 

 

 Excused: Councilwoman Luczkowiak. 

 

Also, present: Mayor Rosas, City Attorney Morrisroe, City Treasurer Woods, City 

Assessor Muson, City Clerk, Public Works Director Woodbury, Fiscal Affairs Officer Beach, 

Director of Development DeJoy and Police Chief Ortolano. 

 

 Notice of Public Hearing was read by City Clerk Ramos. 

 

 The public hearing was held for the purpose of giving interested persons an opportunity 

to comment on Mayor Rosas’ Proposed 2023 City Budget with recommendation by the common 

council.  

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 

 

 Ned Divine of 618 Main Street advised “I respectfully come to this hearing to express my 

concerns with the modifications of the Mayor’s proposed budget. The modifications seem more 

political than doing what is best for the city.”, “I am frankly appalled about the process.”. It 

appears that three Republican councilmembers got together and decided on changes without the  

input of the other two councilmembers, the Director of Fiscal Affairs nor the City Treasurer. 

Removing the Mayor’s recommendations for a Human Resources Director places the city in a 

vulnerable situation if not corrected. Mr. Divine advised he has asked before if the city employees  

and officials are up to date on their State mandated trainings, but no one has answered him. 

 

 Mr. Divine inquired what was the purpose for moving funds from the Administrative 

budget line into the Contingencies Allowance. “The city has underperformed in attaining outside 

funds…” since the 2020-2021 Council handicapped the Mayor’s ability to go out and search for 

new funds, “You need to travel where the decision makers for funding are (located)”. Lastly Mr. 

Divine inquired where the council plans to get competent counsel for the city with a $45,000 per 

year on the City Attorney budget line when ten years ago that position paid $70,000 per year.        

 

John Ramos of Silver Creek advised concern on the reoccurring reduction of the Mayor’s 

monies (to travel), inquired of the council “…what kind of plan do you have…for rebuilding 

Central Avenue because as far as I can see a lot of that monies that have come into the city for all 

this development has come through the Mayor and his connections in Albany. So, I just can’t see 

why you would cut that at a time when it should be increased because we can’t count on the 

county. The only one we can count on to get anything in development is the Mayor. No one else 

is doing anything.”  

 

 

Public Hearing Closed at 5:22 PM                                               Edwin C. Ramos, City Clerk 

 


